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B-3383 - B-3386 1845-1850 
1029-1043 William St. (East side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private access 

The east side of the 1000 block of William St. was originally improved with 
a row of two story plus attic, two bay wide brick houses with gable roofs. These 
still exist at 1029-1033 and 1039-1041 William St., but 1035 William St. is now 
a full three stories in height with a shed roof and 1043 William St. has been 
enlarged and remodeled and is now three stories in height, three bays wide, and 
has a shed roof and bracketed cornice. The first floor area serves as a corner 
grocery. All of the original two story plus attic houses built along this side 
of William St. were built by John T. Grindall in 1845-1849. 
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This three story, three bay brick house with shed roof and modillion cornice 
represents an enlargement of the original gable roofed house built on this site 
in the 1840's and which formed part of a group of such houses extending along 
this side of William St. The first floor area of the house has been converted 
into a store-front. 

The house is three stories in height, 17 1/2' wide, and occupies a lot 
62 1/2' deep. The house occupies the north-east corner of William and Cross Streets. 
The house is two rooms deep:.arid LtheEeilsaa-two istoryyhigh, two:bhy;deep-reaiS 
addition; .'follSwedcbyj to later two story high, three bay deep addition, extending 
back' alorig.:GrossrS£.:cL:LTmê house'' is constructed in running bond. The shed" roof is 
capped by a wooden cornice consisting of a deeply projecting crown molding 
supported by a row of grooved modillions set above a. freize.area decorated :with\: 
two separate rows of cut-work scallops. There is a single hooded chimney located 
along the center section of the roof on the south side of the house and a rear 
end chimney located at the east end of the original rear addition. 

The second and third floor window openings have segmentally arched brick 
lintels and wood sills. The window openings on the Cross St. facade have flat 
wood lintels and sills. The second floor window openings are filled with 1/1 sash; 
the third floor window openings are filled with the original 4/4 sash. The upper 
panes of glass are cut to fit the curve of the segmentally arched lintel. The 
first floor area has been converted into a store-front. There is a central modern 
glass and aluminum door set beneath a wide six-light transom borderedJby a row of 
cut-work scallops. The door is flanked by two plate glass windows set on paneled 
wood bases. There is a modern metal sign above the store-front, beneath which 
the original wooden cornice still exists. It consisted of a deeply projecting 
crown molding set above two rows of cut-work scallops and supported by four 
carved modillions, and extended across the entire width of the store-front area. 
The entrance is reached directly from the sidewalk. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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See under 1029-1035 William St. 

Initially, Grindall must have rented this house to a variety of tenants, but in 
1872 he sold the property to Caspar Melchar who apparently had been renting the house 
from Grindall for some years. Melchar operated a liquor store at this location in 
the 1870's and 1880's and it was undoubtedly he who enlarged and remodeled the house.-1-
the Melchar family retained possession of the property until 1908 when they sold the 
house to the Lanasa family, who operated a family grocery store here for some years. 
(Other members of the family have long had a produce stall in the Cross St. Market.) 

Baltimore City Land Records, Liber GR 584, Folio 298; Baltimore City Directory, 1871, 
1873 

2Ibid., Liber R0 2404, Folio 433 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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1043 William Street 
Block 0937 Lot 022 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 





B-3386 1043 William St. 

M.E.H. 5/79 

West and south elevations 


